The quality of dried prunes in California is to some extent related to the districts in which the fruit has grown. The principal variety grown in all sections is the French prune d'Agen. The four principal prunegrowing districts are the Santa Clara and the Napa-Sonoma which are often designated as "inside" districts, and the Sacramento and the San Joaquin valleys which are often called "outside" districts in the prune trade. The inside districts are near the coast where the temperatures are lower. Less irrigation is necessary or customary in the coastal or inside districts, it is more common to use short pruning methods, and the crops average smaller. In the inside districts the fruit normally falls to the ground when in best condition for drying, while for some undetermined reason the fruit in the outside districts in large measure remains on the tree until deterioration is marked unless shaken or knocked to the ground. The inside districts have the reputation of producing fruit of higher quality than that of the outside districts. It has been shown by HILTNER and HATHERELL (2) and by GALE and CRUESS (1) that the total sugar content of dried fruit from the inside districts is higher. This has been confirmed by NICHOLs and REED (5), who also reported that the texture of the flesh is more solid and the specific gravity of the whole fruit higher in the fruit from inside districts. These facts apparently account in part for the trade preference for such fruit.
It was thought that not only the total sugar content but also the sucrose content and the dextrose-levulose ratio, on which some data have been published by MRAK In both years the total sugar content of samples from inside districts was distinctly higher than in samples from outside districts. The maximum values for outside districts rarely exceeded the minimum for inside districts.
The data on sucrose and on dextrose-levulose ratio are given in tables III and IV.
Neither the sucrose content nor the dextrose-levulose ratio appears to have any relation to district of origin or to size. It is of interest that dextrose greatly exceeds levulose in prunes.
